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North Rose-Wolcott Central School District 

Fall 2020 Frequently Asked Questions 

 

Health and Safety 

What will be the screening process for staff and students? 

Staff will be required to fill out a health questionnaire before entering the building. Parents are required to 
take their children’s temperatures and monitor any symptoms.  

 

What if a child or staff member shows symptoms part way through a school day? 

Each building has a designated space that individuals with COVID symptoms will stay until they can be 
picked up. They must follow up with their doctor before returning to school. Should a positive case be 
confirmed, contact tracing within the school would occur to determine who that individual had contact 
with.  

 

How will contact tracing be done if there is a positive case? 

Please refer to the graphic on the website that shows our steps should this occur.  

 

Do we provide our own children school supplies to risk the spread of infection? So there isn't 
accidental share of supplies? 

School supplies have been purchased for students. Students will be assigned their own set of supplies to 
work with so there is not sharing of supplies. 

 

Can I send in hand sanitizer for my own children to keep on hand and use through the day? 

There will be hand sanitizer available to students throughout the school. The District will make an effort 
to provide hand sanitizer or a sink with soap in each classroom for students to clean their hands. If a 
student does bring their own hand sanitizer and rides the bus, the bottle cannot be larger than 8 ounces. 

 

Will 6th grade students be moving classrooms?  

 UPK-8th grade students will be staying in their classrooms while teachers rotate in. 
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What will passing time look like at the HS?  

Students will be required to wear masks. We are determining ways to reduce the number of students in 
the hallway at a time and if we can enforce one way traffic patterns. 

 

When will students have to wear masks? 

Students will have to wear masks whenever they are moving around or if they are within 6 feet of 
someone. If students are seated and 6 feet away from others, they may remove their masks. Teacher 
discretion will prevail when determining when students need to wear masks while in the classroom based 
on the activities and setting. They will have to keep their masks on for the duration of their bus ride.  

 

I know many districts are upgrading to a MERV 13 rating and wonder if we are doing the same?  

We are required to use air filters in our air handling systems that comply with manufacturer’s 
specifications.  Failure to do so can result in reduced airflow which would equate to less air turnovers and 
less fresh air.  It would also add resistance to blower motors, causing eventual failure to provide any air 
filtration.  North Rose – Wolcott CSD will install air filters in accordance with manufacturers’ 
requirements and will complete filter changes with increased frequency as recommended. 

 

What do I do with my child on the days they aren’t at school? I am a working parent.  

We recognize that this schedule is difficult for families who do not have a parent home to be with 
students on their virtual days. Please refer to this link for daycare options that have been gathered 
regionally to support families in finding daycare.  

 

Have our reopening plans been accepted by the Department of Education? Will parents be 
continuously updated?   

The link to our plan was submitted on July 31st  and we received confirmation that it was received. The 
Department of Education has encouraged us to revise the document as needed. The more specific plans 
will be communicated to parents and posted as they are finalized.  

 

Will students that ride the bus be screened before getting onto the bus to prevent spread of virus if 
they may have it? 

Families are expected to screen their child before sending them to school. This includes taking their 
temperature and observing them for sign and symptoms of COVID-19. 

 

How and when can I drop off my child’s medication?  

We will be publicizing medication drop off times and process once it has been determined with the 
nurses.  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MvK8omEh19SR_VjOeM_C9xwn5ydiYfxWaBjFB0W-MGM/edit?usp=sharing
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If it is students’ home day for hybrid learning or if they are a fully virtual student and they are ill, 
should the parents let the school know?  

Yes, the school should be notified when your child is too ill to participate in instruction just as you would 
if they were attending in person.  

 

Transportation 

How many students will ride a bus?  

We are approximating 22 students per bus, however there could be more if family members sit together. 
Students will be required to wear masks for the ride. *This has been updated as of new guidance given on 
8-11-2020* Masks will be given to students upon boarding the bus, should they need one.  

 

Will children who go to the same daycare be able to attend the same hybrid schedule? 

Most likely these students would as it would work well for transportation, however please fill out the 
transportation daycare form so that we are aware that they are all being transported from the same 
location. Additionally, please reach out to your building principal regarding the scheduling for these 
situations.  

 

Will the district provide transportation to BOCES programs?  

NR-W will be providing daily transportation to BOCES tech and career programs as well as BOCES 
special education programs.  

 

What will the parent pick up process look like at the ES?  

After the buses depart, parents will pull into the bus loop. A staff member will check to make  sure that 
the person in the car is an approved pick up person for the student and then they will initial a sheet. The 
student will be called out to the car.  

 

Nutrition 

Can children bring tote bags, lunch pails, drink bottles to school? 

Yes 

Can my child still bring their lunch?  

Yes 
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Instruction 

If our family circumstances change and we would like to change our choice, can we?  

We understand that these are uncertain times. Please reach out to your building principal if you have a 
need to discuss a possible change for your child and they will work with you. We will work to 
accommodate families’ needs, however we will have to make determinations dependent on space in the 
classrooms. Any changes may take a few days as we would need some time make arrangements. 

 

Is homeschool and virtual the same thing?  

No, if a parent chooses to homeschool, they are responsible for submitting documentation to the district 
and they are completely in charge of their child’s learning from determining a curriculum to grading and 
assessments. Virtual learning is provided by the district using computer based and paper based learning 
activities as well as remote instruction from one of our certified teachers.  

 

Will there be specific times for synchronous instruction, and if so how might that look in a typical 
day for the students who are learning virtually? 

The state has provided guidance that we must provide more substantive interactions between teacher and 
students than we did in the spring. We have teachers assigned to our fully virtual students and they will be 
providing synchronous and asynchronous instruction, however the schedule for these have not been 
determine as of this time.  

 

Can I select the days my child comes?  

As a general rule, we are assigning students with the last name starting with the letter A-J to Monday and 
Tuesday, and K-Z to Thursday and Friday. We have made some adjustments for students within a family 
who have last names that fall in separate groups. If your family has extenuating circumstances, please 
reach out the building your child attends to discuss your needs. If the district needs to adjust your child’s 
day for scheduling reasons, you will be contacted. 

 

For HS students, would they be in one class with ten others all day or would they switch for some 
classes so they could talk to and get help from their teachers?  

We anticipate that 9-12 students will be switching classes as there are not consistent groups that all take 
the same courses.  

 

Will teachers be assigned to a combination of 100% virtual AND hybrid students or will they be 
divided into classrooms dependent on learning model? 

Our current plan is to have specific teachers assigned to virtual learners and other teachers assigned to 
hybrid learners. This could change based on the number of students or teachers we have virtually or in 
person at any time during the school year. 
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Are there going to be after school programs/extra-curriculars on the days the children are in 
school? 

Under our current model, there will not be any after school programs at this time. 

 

If the middle school building opens up, will this mean we have more space and can increase in-
person learning time? 

When the middle school opens, we anticipate a change in what we can offer due to increased space, 
however it will have to be determined closer to that date due to the changing nature of the percentages of 
COVID cases.  

Does the district have a list of teachers with contact info available to tutor outside of school hours 
(private pay)? 

The district does not provide tutoring contacts.  

 

Is the curriculum going to be the same as normal? In other words, are you cutting out 
standards/topics etc because you do not think you will make it through the entire curriculum 
because of this hybrid model? 

The teachers have done extensive work to prioritize standards and align the curriculum vertically to 
adequately cover the standards without repetition or deletion of any full standards.  

 

If you are cutting out curriculum, can you please provide parents/students with content you are 
skipping so the students can self-pace? Students should be allowed to excel if they choose to do so. 

Teachers will be providing differentiated learning based on the students’ skill level to make sure all 
students’ needs are met.  If a student shows that they have already mastered a standard, accelerated 
learning will be provided, just as re-teaching would occur if a student has struggled with a skill. 

 

What will the students be doing on their virtual days? Watching live video or working at their own 
pace? 

The students will have a variety of learning modes on virtual days. These will include watching video, 
completing independent work, participating in zooms, paper based work, working through playlists, and 
interacting through google classroom.  
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Have you discussed sending half the kids on half of the Wednesdays and the other half on the other 
half of Wednesdays? 

Half days for students is not an option for our district because of our large geographical size and our 
limited amount of students who can ride a bus at a time. Although we will be cleaning the buildings each 
day, throughout the day and at night, we believe it is important to have a cleaning day in order to have the 
safest environment for students possible. 

 

If my child is in UPK, K, or 1st and I want them to just attend 2 days to match their siblings’ 
schedule, can I have them do that?  

Students in these grade need to attend all 4 days or choose fully remote.  

 

Should I send in snacks for the whole class like in the past or just for my child?  

Please send in a daily snack for just your child. 

 

What does attendance look like on virtual days? 

Attendance will be recorded for every student every day. At this time we are determining what that will 
look like for virtual days. Most likely a participation in to a zoom, a submission of work, or an interaction 
with a teacher in some other way will count for attendance.  

 

Will there be flexibility for students to do their work when parents are home from work?  

There will be learning components that won’t require a specific time that they have to do the work. There 
can also be arrangement made with your child’s teacher to support them in a unique way depending on 
your situation. 

 

If a student is ill, can they log in to virtual learning that day?  

If you child is ill enough to be home, we encourage them to rest and take a break if needed. If your child 
is well enough to engage in some virtual instruction, that is something that be communicated to their 
teacher to arrange.  

 

Technology 

What if we don’t need a hot spot now but need one at some point in the year?  

Please contact our tech department for any support you need with hot spots or any other technology 
issues. 315-594-3102 or techdept@nrwcs.org 

 

mailto:techdept@nrwcs.org
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